Prayer - Plead your case: Press in
There are different facets to prayer. Today I want to talk about pleading your case in prayer. Before you can
understand what it means to plead your case in prayer, you must first understand who you are in Christ. Without
this firm foundation of identity, you will not be able to plead your case with God by faith but rather with fear. There
is an essential requisite of understanding the relationship of Father and child.
Foundational Scriptures
John 16:23-27
And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my
name, he will give it you. 24 Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy
may be full. 25 These things have I spoken unto you in proverbs: but the time cometh, when I shall no more
speak unto you in proverbs, but I shall shew you plainly of the Father. 26 At that day ye shall ask in my name:
and I say not unto you, that I will pray the Father for you: 27 For the Father himself loveth you, because ye have
loved me, and have believed that I came out from God.
1 John 5:14-15
14 And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us: 15
And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him.
God’s Desire
God cannot commune with you as a sinner.
Isaiah 1:18-20
Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white
as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. 19 If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the
good of the land: 20 But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the LORD
hath spoken it.
Isaiah 43:25–26
I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins. 26 Put
me in remembrance: let us plead together: declare thou, that thou mayest be justified. 27 Thy first father hath
sinned, and thy teachers have transgressed against me. 28 Therefore I have profaned the princes of the
sanctuary, and have given Jacob to the curse, and Israel to reproaches.
Psalms 78:35-40
And they remembered that God was their rock, and the high God their redeemer. 36 Nevertheless they did flatter
him with their mouth, and they lied unto him with their tongues. 37 For their heart was not right with him, neither
were they stedfast in his covenant. 38 But he, being full of compassion, forgave their iniquity, and
destroyed them not: yea, many a time turned he his anger away, and did not stir up all his wrath. 39 For he
remembered that they were but flesh; a wind that passeth away, and cometh not again. 40 How oft did they
provoke him in the wilderness, and grieve him in the desert!
Hebrews 4:14-16
Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold
fast our profession. 15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities;
but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.
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Therefore every scribe which is instructed unto the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder,
which bringeth forth out of his treasure things new and old. Matthew 13:52
Examples In The Bible
Genesis 18:1-3, 20-33
1 And the LORD appeared unto him in the plains of Mamre: and he sat in the tent door in the heat of the day; 2
And he lift up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood by him: and when he saw [them], he ran to meet
them from the tent door, and bowed himself toward the ground, 3 And said, My Lord, if now I have found favour in
thy sight, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy servant:,……
20 And the LORD said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grievous;
21 I will go down now, and see whether they have done altogether according to the cry of it, which is come unto
me; and if not, I will know. 22 And the men turned their faces from thence, and went toward Sodom: but Abraham
stood yet before the LORD. 23 And Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou also destroy the righteous with the
wicked? 24 Peradventure there be fifty righteous within the city: wilt thou also destroy and not spare the place for
the fifty righteous that are therein? 25 That be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the
wicked: and that the righteous should be as the wicked, that be far from thee: Shall not the Judge of all the earth
do right? 26 And the LORD said, If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare all the place for
their sakes. 27 And Abraham answered and said, Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord,
which am but dust and ashes: 28 Peradventure there shall lack five of the fifty righteous: wilt thou destroy all the
city for lack of five? And he said, If I find there forty and five, I will not destroy it. 29 And he spake unto him yet
again, and said, Peradventure there shall be forty found there. And he said, I will not do it for forty's sake. 30 And
he said unto him, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak: Peradventure there shall thirty be found there.
And he said, I will not do it, if I find thirty there. 31 And he said, Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto
the Lord: Peradventure there shall be twenty found there. And he said, I will not destroy it for twenty's sake. 32
And he said, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak yet but this once: Peradventure ten shall be found
there. And he said, I will not destroy it for ten's sake. 33 And the LORD went his way, as soon as he had left
communing with Abraham: and Abraham returned unto his place.
Exodus 32:1-14
And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down out of the mount, the people gathered themselves
together unto Aaron, and said unto him, Up, make us gods, which shall go before us; for as for this Moses, the
man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him. 2 And Aaron said unto them,
Break off the golden earrings, which are in the ears of your wives, of your sons, and of your daughters, and bring
them unto me. 3 And all the people brake off the golden earrings which were in their ears, and brought them unto
Aaron. 4 And he received them at their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool, after he had made it a molten
calf: and they said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 5 And when
Aaron saw [it], he built an altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation, and said, To morrow is a feast to the
LORD. 6 And they rose up early on the morrow, and offered burnt offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the
people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play. 7 And the LORD said unto Moses, Go, get thee down;
for thy people, which thou broughtest out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves: 8 They have turned
aside quickly out of the way which I commanded them: they have made them a molten calf, and have worshipped
it, and have sacrificed thereunto, and said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which have brought thee up out of the
land of Egypt. 9 And the LORD said unto Moses, I have seen this people, and, behold, it is a stiffnecked people:
10 Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may wax hot against them, and that I may consume them: and I will
make of thee a great nation. 11 And Moses besought the LORD his God, and said, LORD, why doth thy wrath
wax hot against thy people, which thou hast brought forth out of the land of Egypt with great power, and with a
mighty hand? 12 Wherefore should the Egyptians speak, and say, For mischief did he bring them out, to slay
them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth? Turn from thy fierce wrath, and repent of
this evil against thy people. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, thy servants, to whom thou swarest by
thine own self, and saidst unto them, I will multiply your seed as the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have
spoken of will I give unto your seed, and they shall inherit it for ever. 14 And the LORD repented of the evil which
he thought to do unto his people.
All of these examples are of people pleading or reasoning with God for the lives of other people.
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Numbers 14:1-20
1 And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried; and the people wept that night. 2 And all the children of
Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron: and the whole congregation said unto them, Would God that
we had died in the land of Egypt! or would God we had died in this wilderness! 3 And wherefore hath the LORD
brought us unto this land, to fall by the sword, that our wives and our children should be a prey? were it not better
for us to return into Egypt? 4 And they said one to another, Let us make a captain, and let us return into Egypt. 5
Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the congregation of the children of Israel. 6
And Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, which were of them that searched the land, rent
their clothes: 7 And they spake unto all the company of the children of Israel, saying, The land, which we passed
through to search it, is an exceeding good land. 8 If the LORD delight in us, then he will bring us into this land,
and give it us; a land which floweth with milk and honey. 9 Only rebel not ye against the LORD, neither fear ye the
people of the land; for they are bread for us: their defence is departed from them, and the LORD is with us: fear
them not. 10 But all the congregation bade stone them with stones. And the glory of the LORD appeared in the
tabernacle of the congregation before all the children of Israel. 11 And the LORD said unto Moses, How long will
this people provoke me? and how long will it be ere they believe me, for all the signs which I have shewed among
them? 12 I will smite them with the pestilence, and disinherit them, and will make of thee a greater nation and
mightier than they. 13 And Moses said unto the LORD, Then the Egyptians shall hear it, (for thou broughtest up
this people in thy might from among them;) 14 And they will tell it to the inhabitants of this land: for they have
heard that thou LORD art among this people, that thou LORD art seen face to face, and that thy cloud standeth
over them, and [that] thou goest before them, by day time in a pillar of a cloud, and in a pillar of fire by night. 15
Now [if] thou shalt kill all this people as one man, then the nations which have heard the fame of thee will speak,
saying, 16 Because the LORD was not able to bring this people into the land which he sware unto them, therefore
he hath slain them in the wilderness. 17 And now, I beseech thee, let the power of my Lord be great, according as
thou hast spoken, saying, 18 The LORD is longsuffering, and of great mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression,
and by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth
generation. 19 Pardon, I beseech thee, the iniquity of this people according unto the greatness of thy mercy, and
as thou hast forgiven this people, from Egypt even until now. 20 And the LORD said, I have pardoned according
to thy word:
Matthew 15:21-28
21 Then Jesus went thence, and departed into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon. 22 And, behold, a woman of Canaan
came out of the same coasts, and cried unto him, saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou Son of David; my
daughter is grievously vexed with a devil. 23 But he answered her not a word. And his disciples came and
besought him, saying, Send her away; for she crieth after us. 24 But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto
the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 25 Then came she and worshipped him, saying, Lord, help me. 26 But he
answered and said, It is not meet to take the children's bread, and to cast it to dogs. 27 And she said, Truth, Lord:
yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters' table. 28 Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O
woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter was made whole from that very
hour.
Luke 11:1-10
1 And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place, when he ceased, one of his disciples said unto
him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples. 2 And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our
Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in
earth. 3 Give us day by day our daily bread. 4 And forgive us our sins; for we also forgive every one that is
indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 5 And he said unto them, Which of you
shall have a friend, and shall go unto him at midnight, and say unto him, Friend, lend me three loaves; 6 For a
friend of mine in his journey is come to me, and I have nothing to set before him? 7 And he from within shall
answer and say, Trouble me not: the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give
thee. 8 I say unto you, Though he will not rise and give him, because he is his friend, yet because of his
importunity (def: an insistent or pressing demand) he will rise and give him as many as he needeth. 9 And I say
unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. 10 For
every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.
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John 11:20-27, 40-44
20 Then Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, went and met him: but Mary sat still in the house.
21 Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died. 22 But I know, that even
now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will give it thee. 23 Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again.
24 Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day. 25 Jesus said unto
her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: 26 And
whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this? 27 She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I
believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the world. ...
40 Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God?
41 Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said,
Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. 42 And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because of the
people which stand by I said it, that they may believe that thou hast sent me. 43 And when he thus had spoken,
he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. 44 And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with
graveclothes: and his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go.
Acts 10:9-16
On the morrow, as they went on their journey, and drew nigh unto the city, Peter went up upon the housetop to
pray about the sixth hour: 10 And he became very hungry, and would have eaten: but while they made ready, he
fell into a trance, 11 And saw heaven opened, and a certain vessel descending unto him, as it had been a great
sheet knit at the four corners, and let down to the earth: 12 Wherein were all manner of fourfooted beasts of the
earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air. 13 And there came a voice to him, Rise, Peter;
kill, and eat. 14 But Peter said, Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten any thing that is common or unclean. 15 And
the voice spake unto him again the second time, What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common. 16 This
was done thrice: and the vessel was received up again into heaven.
Paul was not accepted in Jerusalem before and knew that they were lying in wait for him should he arrive.
Acts 20:22-24 - Paul at Miletus
And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall befall me there: 23
Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me. 24 But none of
these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the
ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.
Acts 21:4 - Paul at Tyre
And finding disciples, we tarried there seven days: who said to Paul through the Spirit, that he should not go up to
Jerusalem.
Acts 21:10-14 – Paul at Caesarea
10 And as we tarried there many days, there came down from Judaea a certain prophet, named Agabus. 11 And
when he was come unto us, he took Paul's girdle, and bound his own hands and feet, and said, Thus saith the
Holy Ghost, So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that owneth this girdle, and shall deliver [him] into the
hands of the Gentiles. 12 And when we heard these things, both we, and they of that place, besought him not to
go up to Jerusalem. 13 Then Paul answered, What mean ye to weep and to break mine heart? for I am ready not
to be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus. 14 And when he would not be
persuaded, we ceased, saying, The will of the Lord be done.

